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equity to empower each student to reach his or her highest potential with the most effective staff to foster the 
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Assistant Superintendent,  
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PREFACE 

The School District of Palm Beach County is the eleventh largest district in the country 

with a student enrollment of more than 193,000 students and a diverse population 

representing more than 150 countries, speaking a minimum of 140 languages. Our 

mission is to ensure that all students receive a world-class education, regardless of 

immigration status, religion or country of origin.  Through policies and practices, we 

have committed to a quality education.  

The Immigrant Support Plan for the School District of Palm Beach County was designed 

to provide resources and information to help support immigrant students and their 

families who live in the School District of Palm Beach County. This toolkit aims to 

support schools by providing information that will enable the schools to better meet 

the unique needs of immigrant students. As such, the toolkit includes resources 

regarding: 

» Agencies & Programs  

» Family Safety Planning Checklist 

» Legal, Medical & Social Community Services  

» Beyond High School & Scholarships 

» Instructional Resources for Educational Leaders and Instructors  

It is our sincere hope that the following information and frameworks can help 

institutional leaders and educators enhance their ability to successfully educate 

immigrant students throughout the School District of Palm Beach County in properly 

preparing them for higher education.  

This Immigrant Support Plan includes information about immigrant legal rights and 

resources. Such materials are for information purposes only, and may not reflect the 

most current developments. These materials are not intended, and should not be 

taken, as legal advice on any particular set of facts or circumstances.  
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FAMILY SAFETY PLANNING CHECKLIST 
Information from: The Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. 

https://cliniclegal.org/sites/default/files/family_safety_planning.pdf  

 

1. Know Your Rights 

 Learn and 
Know Your 
Rights. 

Learn about your rights. In the event that you are confronted 
with immigration agents or the police, you can exercise your 
rights if you choose to do so. Share rights information with 
your family and friends. Remember, everyone, regardless of 
their legal status, has rights. 

 

2. Know What Documents to Carry with You. 

 Carry 
Identification. 

If possible, carry some legal form of identification issued in 
the U.S. This could be a driver’s license or state ID, 
permanent resident card (“green card”) or Employment 
Authorization Document (EAD) issued by immigration 
authorities, employer or school ID, union card or tax payer 
ID. Do not carry someone else’s ID, or an ID from another 
country. Remember also that an international driver’s license 
does not protect you from being arrested. 

 

 Carry a Rights 
Card. 

Think through how you will respond if you will be stopped by 
immigration agents or local police. Consider carrying a “rights 
card” that you can give to immigration agents or the police 
that states that you wish to remain silent and consult with 
your lawyer at the number listed on the card. 

 

 Memorize or 
Carry Lawyer’s 
Information. 

Memorize, if possible, or carry a card with the name, address 
and phone number of your immigration lawyer, member of 
the clergy, or community organization that can advise you in 
case you are arrested and detained. Contact this person as 
soon as you can, if you feel you are in danger of being 
detained. If you are detained, you have the right to make a 
phone call. 

  

3. Safeguard Copies of Immigration Papers and Documents. 

 Safeguard 
Copies of 
Immigration 
Paperwork and 
Documents. 

Collect all the documents that you have received from or 
filed with immigration authorities. Keep these documents in 
a secure but accessible location so that your family or a 
friend can get access to them. Tell trusted family members 
or a trusted friend where these important papers are 
located. 

 

 Know Your “A 
Number.” 

If you have a pending case with immigration, it is important 
for you and your family members to know your Alien 
Registration number (“A number”). This information can 
help family members locate you if you are detained. The “A 
number” should be listed on the Notice to Appear, Notice of 
Custody Determination, and any other document, such as a 
receipt notice for a pending application, that was issued by 
the immigration authorities or immigration court. 

 

https://cliniclegal.org/sites/default/files/family_safety_planning.pdf
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 Create a List of 
Lawyers Who 
Have 
Represented 
You. 
 

Make a list of the names and contact information of any 
lawyer who has ever represented you. Keep this list with 
your immigration paperwork. 

 

 Passports. It is important to have a passport from your home country. 
(If you are arrested and detained, you may remain in 
detention for a long time without a passport while your 
consulate verifies your identity.) Also, obtain U.S. passports 
for your children born in the U.S. so that they will be able to 
travel to your home country. (It is much harder to obtain a 
passport if both parents are not available.) 
 

 

 Collect 
Important 
Documents in 
One Place. 

Collect important documents such as your passport, birth 
certificate, and marriage certificate, and place them in a 
secure but easily accessible location. Tell trusted family 
members or a trusted friend where these important 
documents are kept. 
 

 

4. Make a Plan to Care for Your Family. 

 Complete 
Emergency 
Information 
Forms. 

As part of safety planning, complete “Emergency 
Information Forms” and place them in a secure but 
accessible location. Tell trusted family members or a trusted 
friend where these important forms are kept. These 
Emergency Information Forms gather important and 
confidential information in one document, such as 
emergency telephone numbers, work numbers, medical 
information, childcare and other dependent care 
information, etc. 
 

 

 Childcare 
Safety Plan. 

If you have children, you need to make a plan for who will 
take care of them in the event that you are detained. You 
will need to consider “short-term care” while you may be 
held in detention, as well as “long-term care” in case you 
are deported. You may consider preparing a legal 
document, called a “Special Power of Attorney for Child 
Care” that temporarily assigns the custody of your children 
to a responsible and trustworthy caregiver (relative or 
friend) in case you are detained. Ask a community agency 
for a referral to a lawyer to discuss whether you need this 
type of document and, if necessary, to prepare the 
document for a modest fee. Also, it is important that the 
person who is taking care of your children know the name(s) 
and phone number(s) of your children’s schools. It is also 
important that your children know how to contact the 
person who is caring for them while you are unavailable. 
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 Financial 
Safety Plan. 

As part of safety planning, you may wish to have a financial 
safety/emergency plan. You will need to consider how to 
handle your financial affairs in the short term while you may 
be held in detention, as well as long term in case you are 
deported. If you have a bank account, a car, a house, and/or 
other financial and legal matters, you also may consider 
preparing a legal document, called a “Special Power of 
Attorney for Financial Matters” that allows a trusted family 
member or a close friend to handle your financial affairs 
while you are detained. Ask a community agency for a 
referral to a lawyer to discuss whether you need this type of 
document and, if necessary, to prepare the document for a 
modest fee. 
 

 

 Have an Extra 
Set of Car and 
House Keys. 

It is important that a family member has a set of house and 
car keys. If you are detained, they will need access to the 
house as well as access to the car, especially if the car is 
located at your worksite. 

 

 Save One 
Month of Rent 
and Living 
Expenses. 

If you are arrested and detained it is important that your 
family has money to live on while you are unavailable. Make 
sure that they have your permission and know how to 
access your bank account. Also, it is very important that you 
and your family members save enough money so that they 
can pay rent and buy food and other essentials if you are 
detained and unable to work. 
 

 

 Know Your 
Medications. 

If you take a prescription medicine regularly, either carry 
the prescription with you or carry information from the 
prescription label that gives the name of the medicine and 
the dosage. Carry the phone number of the doctor or clinic 
that prescribed the medicine for you and know why the 
medicine was prescribed. You can and should demand that 
any arresting officer, whether police department or 
immigration agent, permit you to take your medicine or 
speak to a doctor. 
 

 

 Know Your 
Medical 
Condition. 

If you are pregnant, nursing an infant, feel ill after being 
arrested, or have a medical condition that needs attention, 
make sure you tell the immigration agent or arresting 
officer and ask to have medical attention provided. 
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5. Find an Immigration Lawyer. 

 Find a Lawyer. If you do not already have an immigration lawyer, find a 
lawyer who specializes in deportation defense and may be 
able to represent you if you are detained. In your initial 
meeting, ask him/her to provide you with a Representation 
Agreement form (G- 28). You can sign a copy of the G-28 
and leave it with the lawyer. Keep another signed copy and 
place it with your Emergency Information Forms in case you 
are detained. Memorize the name and phone number of 
your lawyer.  

 Post Lawyer’s 
Contact Name 
and Number. 

You and your family or close friends should have the names 
and phone numbers of your lawyer posted near the 
telephone at home. If you have not hired a lawyer yet, post 
the names of a number of good immigration lawyers, a 
member of the clergy member, and/or community 
organizations near the telephone at home in case you are 
detained. 
 

 

6. Review Bond Information. 

 Know about 
Bonds. 

Only U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents (LPR) can 
post a bond at an immigration office. Individuals without 
immigration status or individuals whose status is still 
pending before an immigration office should not go to the 
local ICE office to post bond. If you do not have a citizen or 
LPR relative, make sure to find a trustworthy friend who can 
post the bond for you. (Once your immigration case is over, 
the bond money posted will be returned to the person who 
posted the bond.) 
 

 

Note: The information contained in this document is for general informational purposes only. It is not intended to 
serve as legal advice and it does not substitute for legal counsel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


